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Our Alaska Experience

2000 we travelled from
Vancouver BC to Skagway Alaska
in our MacGregor 26X “sail”’boat

2017 we travelled from Everett
WA to Sitka AK in our Nordhavn
46 “Salish Aire”

We wintered in Sitka (2017-2018)

Spring-Summer 2018 we crossed
the Gulf of Alaska to visit Prince
William Sound and Kenai Fjords

August 2018 we returned to the
Salish Sea via the Inside Passage




Rule #1: Alaska is REALLY BIG!!
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Getting there
via the Inside
Passage



Team Heart of Gold



the wind — sailing in the Inside Passage is rare') e '\:\‘ -

— Boat heater

* Gulf of Alaska ——
— Blue water capable boat




We use SSB/HF (ham) for weather
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KCAW Photo

courtesy of
Don Kluting

* Does your | m'surance cover youI

P

* Tozoom Ltl r routes |f you depend on

\‘ —_—

eIectron




And solar panels don’t work. Right?

WRONG!

The panels like being cool AND they
like 16 hours of daylight.

Our experience:
La Paz maximum 24 hour production 2500 watts
Alaska summer maximum 24 hour production 3500 watts



Some emergency supplies not
commonly needed in Mexico:

e Survival suits (1,10,1 rule)

* Dinghy (we planned on 3 days for rescue):
— PFDs
— Fire starters (consider outdated hand flares)
— Emergency blankets

— A way to get dinghy across the beach (we use a
small fender)

— Flashlight
— Spare Propeller (and tools/hardware to change it)
— Emergency strobe
 Walking ashore:
— Bear spray
— Bear bells
— VHF radios
— ?Satellite messenger or PLB?




3 Routes North

e Qutside of Vancouver Island

 Inside Passage East of Johnstone Strait (but
increased distance and several “smaller”
rapids to transit

* Inside Passage via Johnstone Strait



Getting there
via the Inside
Passage



ia the Inside Passage

Getting there v
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Dent rapids - a large whirpool will form - it's even labeled on charts as the Devil's Hole.
Only traverse during neap tides or during slack tide. ™ 2\_/5,5’ a ana
Reference: Gillard Passage 29 ; 193
Max Flood: 11.0kt 6 m
Max Ebb: 9.5kt NOOC
Tum to Flood: 0:25 =~

Tumto Ebb: 0:05






Overall costs:

Our fuel costs:
— §2 - 83/ US gallon in Washington
— $§2.50 — 3.27/ US gallon Alaska
— (avoided buying fuel in BC)

Food costs — VERY high in Alaska (veggies often with
poor shelf life)

* Moorage costs
— BC and Alaska SO in Native Villages
— $1/ foot in Sitka — most places much lower

* Power rates
— Anywhere up to $25/day for 50 amp in Juneau
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Why g0???

Photos of the
West side of the Gulf of Alaska
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Questions?

..J,O'.f N

Salishaire.blogspot.com

Salishaire@gmail.com



